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e a worldwide search in-

volving 70 apphicants, the

Singapore Dance Theatre

{SEYT) s pleked iis assist-

ant artistic direetor, |anek
Schergen, 56, for the job of artistic di-
recter.

The Swede succeeds co-founder
Goh Son Khim, who has held the post
of artistic director for 20 years, aml
will take over the reins next Tanuary,

M1 Michael Hwang, chairman of
the SOT board, zaid: “We looked at
over 0 apphlicants from all over tha
world, some who have very illustri-
OLs CATORIE.

"However, afler much debate
among the selection committes, we
fell most comfortahle with Janak, No
other apphicant is as familiar with the
company or the local dance scene as
Thee i5,"

Finally, it boiled down to three
things Schergen possessed, said Mr
Hwrang,

"He knows whers we have coma
from, he knows where we are at and
he has a clear vision of where we are
Eoing."

[t wiss also his experience and inti-
maky with the company that sealed

the deal.

Grvh gakd: "Janek has been working
with the company since our very first
petformance and thronghout thess
20 years, has been very much a part
of our growth and development,

“He is [ully aware of where ST
hizs come from, and also has a clear vi-
sion of how to enhance the compa-
ny's unlque strengths, Also, his wast
experlence in the Intéernational dance
field will help benchmark SDT with
the best in the world."

When Life! spoke to Schergen wes-
terdiy, he said be was fnitially hesi-
tant when approached to consider
thiz post.

“It's not & decision you can rush in-
to," he said. "But my fears were that
anyone who didn't know the compa-
ny would come in and distegard the
histery or repertoire it has and
chunge the performers o look of the
GOy,

“80 the beard confronted me with
the question: Why not take on the
role yourself?”

0n his vision for the company, ha
said e wants to develop 0T as a

standalene nstitution that iz not
pegged to any one director, choreo-
grapher or style.

UThree things hold wp this compa-
ny: [ts classical repertoire, estab-
lishad contemporary choraography
and newly created work, " he said,

Some of the works he would like
to see staged are those by George Bal-
anchine, Jirl Kylian and Goh Choo
San,

He added: I gtarted off in contem-
porary  hallet under Benjamin
Harkervy, one of the co-founders of
the Mederlamds Dans Theater, but
then fell in fove with classical. Both
are in my blood."

Mr Hwang has hinted that the
next move for SOT would be to build
a maore defined touring repertodre:
maore contemporary works from the
Acia-Pacific region.

}{e added: "When you boar, partic-
ularly outside of the region, you need
a body of Asian works to interest sudi-
ences in Eorope or the United States.

“They want to see what we con of -
fer from this part of the world,”
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