Ballet
company
co-founder
bows out

Singapore Dance Theatre
co-founder and artistic director
Goh Soo Khim to step down
in December after 20 years

Tarm Ten
AATE IEROHTE R

HIE co-fomnder aned astisiac director of Singa-
pore Dance Thealro s sbegping Jdown alker
20 YA,

Mz Goh Soo Khim, who = in bes 608, get
up the hoiee-prown clossical ballet company with
1he late Amlbony Then,

The dasee eompany's selection camites, which
includes ST hoard diveciom g well as Mationel
Avia Council elied executive Leo Suan Hisng, has
shortlisted six imdornalionnl einididates for the post,

The spplicanis hail from the Uniled Staies, Bril-
win, I:'.-mpqiu mulmuln-]’mh : r:i.mmﬂ i Plnl no Sin-

reans have o | il shord|isk,
e dumee. dapenme says: “Through these 20 MOVING OK: Ms Goh Sao Kiim, lees with ballst mastor Janok Schargan,
vears, | have realised my vision of brnging i com- wil leavve Singapore Damce Theatrs as it csbebrabes its 208 year,
[ b s bevel uT-nI:mulunihlurldm_g wilh dang-
ers who are mature and able 1o handle belh clesal
ol ComiemparaTy reperichne.

“I1 is now an appropriste me for me (o relire on
Ui cocagion of SE¥T7s 200k ansdversary as it allows
me io celebrate this momentons pear with the cors-

JHALY,

She sdds: "The foundation has boen Lk, fmd 1
hoge: that 1y SHlpeessar il contimue i bring in chal.
lenging repertoire that will ke the company 1o the
next level ™

The vompany of 22 dancers has & repeainine of
warks 1hat range fram thase of the ke Goh Choo
Sam, My Ooh's brother, 1o contemparary Fliaish
chorengrapher Jorma Blo.

Thuy traim uscher Janek Schengen, 5, ST bal-
let master, wiho is from Sweden and worked closely
wilh Gok Choo San during his tiame a1 the Washing-
tan HalleL

Diar the vears, SI0T hias also grocmed notable
dancers asd choreographers such ax Jeflery Tan and
Kk Swee Hoon, Tam, 39, received the Yoeng Ari-
i1 Award for Dance in 2000 and is SI¥TS residen
chimeograpler,

Damcer-tarned- m:ugrnﬂm Kuik, 35, made &
splash kast year with his wirk Silence, preseaied &=
peaad o the BEasplanadss dind b=tival,



down comes as The

company cebshrates ”Thrm these

its 2ixh anniversary

ik 20 yoars |
Lt
gk performance at

Victoria  Thentrs, m’m the
whenz iis dameers will cm‘ “y tu a

porform  cxcerpls
Eroom Dtk works | of

e lasi bwo dloc-
wies, memding L. INtemational
ing Greans by Mo ghanding with

hiamed Koor Sanrn,

SDT's sciant bllst dancers who
masier, mn ERra

Blanco by Tun. The are mature and
aller was presemle

# parl af the Singa- able to har.lla
pore Season in Cisa OEH classical
Nl ¥ear,

They wil be N
janed by principal
dancers from the Ma-
tional Ballet of Cans-  NEPErtoire’
da and The Austral:  pés Gah Sas Khim
ian Haller, whie will
bhe making gwes| ap:

AECES.

Theere will also be a Ball=l Uinder The $iars per-
Tepmamce Al Forl Cannang Park neat weckend, [ea-
turing 11 excerpts of SIXTs landmark works, indl-
img Beginmings by Cok Choo San, i1 Giesl-gver per-
formance.

M= CGinh says 1t has not heen ersy, hut we hive
coite g0 far, W slarbed with just sevien damcers and
rehearsed om the second fleor of & Ackety okd budd-
img in Llowd Red,

HYWhenever il rained, [ remnember we haxl 1o rush
arcund wilk buckess to catch e water from The
leake im the rool, There was a restawrang downstyins,
whise ceiling shank whencver our dancers practised
their afmps."

ST is now bassd in Fert Canning Centre, with
four studics averlooking 1he besh greewery of Faorl
Camning, Giroon.

It is funded by a mix of pwhlic and private fund.
bag, oo the Nadicnal Arls Counel ko corparale
and private donations.

M5 Geoh adds, with o smuile: “We have perfarmed
ower LN cassscs) and comemporary wirks fram m-
ternational and Singnporean choreagraphers i two
decade. I1's samething 1o be |.|'|.'I.I'|.|l|] ol

What af the futuro?

Schergen says "1 think we should be nurturing
thiat sireigih ldﬂ mia, [l lakewr Rines. We have a
strong repertaire as foundation, bui we need to sei-
the: fndl g a e,

» lnmlan@sph.oomsg

» Calabraliores In Dancs: 200 Anniersary Doky
Performance ks on at the Violoda Thealre on Salurday
a1 Bpm Tickels oosl 300, 3150 and $250 Mmom the
Hngapden Dnnck Thaaln oflica, For mose infonmalion,
E%mﬁm.dngmmlmm.ngam

1Eerm1mE1munnml—mtum-ng
Ty July 25 1o 27 & 7 30pm. Gabes apen ol Spm
Tickats: cost $30 from Skstic 0og on i
wvew. sl oom s gr call BR4B-GERE).



