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KXia Mai Mﬂ}/
Company Dancer, — —
Singapore Dance Theatre

Some people ory o sentimental tunes,
Others are touched by a pholograph.
Hai f.ng_ 31, has seen ballet touch lives
"Once,
Singapore's late President Ong Teng
Checng came to watch Salfer Under The
Ctars. It started o rain, but ke didn't

in the same Wway, She recalls,

leave. He had so much respect for the
art, hie staved il the very end.”

Dance has glven Hal Ying the
opportunity te thrill audiences
worldwide with her dancing, *After
our 2002 performance in Mexico,
soune members of the audience waited
backitage for 45 minutes just toshake
my hand, In Lendon, & six-year-old
waltied for howrs to get an autograph.”

She says, *| love dance because |
can move people through my hard wark,
it's extraordinary how a shared passion
draws people together and creates

'!ru:-nduh-p: — from professional dancers
- to choreographers to ordinary people
. . - the waorld over.”
she's stayed in historic places on
some dance tours. One trip Hai Ying
remembers fondly is to Blarrtz in
France. “The view was especially lowvely,
a5 the Theatre du Casino Municpal de
Biarrltz Is right next to the sea.”
Iramically, Hai Ying started her life
of dance due to illness. “When | was
young, | was a weak child, Mum made
me study dance so | could exercise, Al
10, | was dancing at the Beijing Dance
Institute of China (China's crémae de la
criéme dance school).”
In 19493, Hai Ying became the first
dancer to be offered a contract with
SOT. Since then, she's growm in her role
and now dances the lead rofes In major
baliet productions sudh as Romeo and
Juliet, Giselle and Steeping Beauty., In
Shanghai last year, Hai Ying represented
507 im its first parformance at the
prestigiows Shanghad Grand Theatre,
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Mo Loawra .-/ﬁﬂff#}g

Managing Director,
Memories of the East

She manages her cwn succesful arts
events comparny and halds directorial
positiond in the Ministry of Information,
Communication ard the Arts, and the
nternaticnal Women™s Forum, And
believe it or not, Laura Hwang credits
dance for it all. "Dance has made ma
a better person and taught ma to look
beyond one discipline when farming
opinions,” she says

Lawra fell in love with ballet when
she was in primary school, although she
later gave up the discipline.” But my
lewe for dance remained!” 5o when the
Singapore Dance Theatre (5TD) started
in 1988, she volunteered to help, going
an o join the Board in 2007

Lawra’s clearly determined o show
that ballet Is not just about obsoure
shows for the elite - It can be enjoyed
by everyone, 5o recemtly, 30T joined
with Esplanade to organise a dance
appreciation serles; the Arts Education
Programme. This reaches out to schools
with behind-the-scenes tours of ballet
productions and the Esplanade itsalf

"The programmes are enjoying
great attendance, Working with dance
groups in community clubs has slsa
created a naw vibrancy far dande in
Singapore,”

Her parsonal brainchild, the annual
Ballet Under The Stars, proves ballet
can be family-friendly: Mums, dads
and kids with picnic mats in tow pila
Inta Centennial Park to watch these
performaces in a relaxed atmosphere

To Lawra, it's a joy watching
children fall im love with ballet, "l love
weatching kids master ballet moves, It'sa
reminder that life is beautiful when we
take the time to enrich our soul.* W

ways Laura hapoily.
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Numbers On The Dance Floor
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