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" Nuts over this Nutcracker

THE NUTCRACKER
Singapore Dance Thealre
Esplanade Theatrs

Last Friday

tara tan

Resplendent with snowy forests,
cotton-candied tutus and dashing
princes, the Singapore Dance The-
atre's Cliristmas ballet was a jaun-
ty affair,
Staged by the

dance company's g
resident choreogra-

pher Jeffrey Tan, THE NUTCRACKER scrolling projection
theliifﬁé]ﬂﬂﬂhﬁd ! fed audiences the
on Little Clara who  Who: Singapore Dance Theatre ; i
dreamt that she res-  Whaere: Egprunndc Theatro gitliel Biviiie it

cued the nutcrack-
er prince from the
King of Mice,

With scamper-
ing little children as
baby mice, shuf-
fling angels and delicate Chinese
tea girls, this MNuteracker was
served with dollops of cuteness.

The Snowflake scene, with
smoke pently billowing across the
stage floor and white particles cas-
cading onto the dancers, was par-
ticularly enchanting.

While Chihiro Uchida was
charmingly girlish as Clara, the
surp-footed and strong MNatalie
Clarke stole the show as the Sugar
Plum Fairy, Executing precise pir-

Whan: Dec 17 to 20,
Tickets: $48 to $138 from
Sistic (Call 5348-5555 or log
on o www.sistic.com.sg)

ouettes, she glided with a regal
and graceful air across the stage
in a mesmerising performance,

The strength of the female
leads showed up the relative inex-
perience of the younger male dane-
ers, Clarke's partner, Chen Peng,
looked wobbly next to her.

More theatrical than purely bal-
letic, this Mutcracker leaned heavi-
ly on emotive gestures and drama.
Ballet aficionados might yearn for
mote intricate choreography but

it was an enjoyable
and easygoing pro-
duetion,

At the start, a

went on a little
longer than neces-
sary, but might be
appreciated by au-
diences unfamiliar
with the fairy tale.

The second half entertained
with the cultural catwalk in the
Land of Sweets. In celebration of
Clara's bravery, there were little
gshowcases by Spanish, Chinege
and Russian dancers. The curving
graces and stunts by the Arabian
dancers delighted.

Watching this Christmas favou-
rite with a 200-strong cast was
like being tucked into bed after a
warm glass of milk. There is some
comfort in familiarity after all,

Gent
billowing
smoke and

white .
particles
made the
Snowflake
scene
particularly
enchanting.
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