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PHOTD: SANGAPOSE DANGE COMPRMY
SOLID TEAMWORK: Fives, chorsographed by the late Goh Choo San, wrapped up the show. Exuding
confidence, 15 dancers in dramatic red pantsuits weaved complex pattarms across the stage,

Dance, baby, dance

Exuberant show by
versatile dancers
marks SDT's 20th
anniversary

» dance
BALLET '|N.."|E.-_- THE STARS

Tara Tan

VER 2,000 '|'\-._-|||'||._-

were packed siraw

mal (o picnic basket

on the gently sloping
green of Fort Canning Park [or
Singapore Dance Theatre's
(SDT) Ballet Under The Stars
fast Saturday.

T'o mark its 20th anniversary
this vear, the SDT performed 10
excarpis ol landmark works.
starting with the aptly-titled Be.
ginnings. by the late Singapo-
rean choreographer Goh Choo
San, @ quartet which was pre-
sented m the ballet company's
very first show in 1988,

Audienees were tréated o o
wide array of work - from the
guirky Stamping Ground by
Czech choreographer  Jirt

Kylian, which was inspired by
abonginal culture and the pania-
mime-like Schumann Impres-
sions by SDTs bite co-founder
Anthony Then., 1o the poetic,
classical grace of British dancer
and choreographer Edmund
Stripe’s Five Poems,

Why Mot? by Filipine chore-
ographer Paul Qcampo was a
huge crowd-pleaser. Set 10 mu-
i by pock band Queen and fea-
furing such tunes as 1 Want Ta
Break Free, the piece had eight
male dancers leaping and gvrat
ing their hips while dressed in
white singlets and black shiny
shiorts;

Al the ¢nd, they ripped open
their singlets to reveal
sweat-drenched chesis 1o the
roar of approval from the owdi
ence,

Local chorengraphic work al
so-gained many new fans that
evening, with the intensely
rhythmic Living Greens by Mo-
hamed Moor Sarman and the
tramatic Megro Y Blanco by Jel-
frey Tan rasing woll-whistics
and applause.

Duncer Min Hai Ying was o
vision, with her praceful, lithe
armes and emotional performone-
o5 in the duets, namely Ciruham

Lustig's Cinderclla (Pas De
Dreux ) and .\'egrn % Blancao,

The neoeclissical Fives by
Gaoh drew the evening ta a
close.

A large, red LED V-sign
dominated the backdrop, wilth
15 dancers in |1:|,Il:'||1-]'|_"'|5l pani-
suits weaving complex patierns
weross the (loorboards.

The 5DT dancers delivered
confident and exvberant per-
lormances

They demonstrated, wvet
agitin, their versatility in master
ing a large range of work with
different choreographic stvles,
and in mieces like Fives, worked
solidly as an ensemble.

But what turnied that night in-
o an unforgettable and magical
one ware the emotions with
which the dancers carried
through the pieces.

Throughout the evening, |
magined what it muost have
been like when cach piece was
performed for the frsl tme.

Below the velvel sky burst a
myraid of choreographic fla-
vk ol 51y les i o g,
nostalgic and fmm i

» taratani@sph.com.sg



