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A respectable Continuum

Ay UMA SHANKART

THE Singapore Danes Thaa-
tra's Arts Fastival afforing
for this year, Comiinpum,
proved 0 be & pleasuce o
walch. The triple bill - fea-
turing Girabam Lustig's
Evening, A Million Kisscs
o My Skin by David Drawe-
som and Gl Siop by Joar-
ma Eln = brmaght tagether
three accossible pieces
which wers well-reckived
by the aodienee.

The night Kicked off
wiith Foendsgy, which plaved
out like & lyrical poem.

Set to Benjamin Bris-
ten's Serpnade for Teror,
Horn and Strings. the work
began with a lone dancer
exploring his world just s
the sun beging w sat. More
dancers then appearsd on
the stage, which was
bathed in gentle yellow
light — also on A journey of
discovery, Al limes, they
displayed moments of pure
joy and ungperdad Lender-
DREH.

The sun then gels lower
in the sky, shadows length-
on and new hoes of the
evoning are depictod. On a
red-huad stage, Neeriog
than takes w01 @ maore SOm-
bro and molancholy tomo.

The pleca ends with a
new sun rising the next
day. Again, a sole daneer is
laft om sage o greot i, ne-
flecting on what is pasi and
what fies ahwad. The work,
&4 & whols, was an interest-
g affair.

By contrast, A Million
Nigges o My Skin was
miore lght-hearted. A caba-
bration of dance and the
daneer, Kisgrs, which is
Povwson's newest work,
had moments of breath-ta-
king chorengrapliy.

Duncers eapt, twirbed,
glided, jumped for joy and
reachod oot to coch other
and the heavens (o the set-
ting of Johann Sebastian
Each's Piens Concerto Vo
1.

16 was o tricky plece, bot
ome that was wall-exacuted
by the SDT, whose dancers
gave evary impression of
having & ball of a time
throughont

The third plece was tha
pven mare  diffieuld
(Flon-Siop, Premiored in D=
tsher Z0KMx by the Ameari-
can  Hallet Theatee,
frlow-Step I5 A dynamic
wiork

Twalve male and fomale
daneers, attired In lomi-
O crimsan mini-dresses
and unitards streak across
the stage. The chersogra-
phy played out almost like
gymnastics, with the dan-
cers often cuntorting their
bodies Inte demanding po-
qes. But whibe visually ar-
rusgingg. the balled, st o mu-
sie from Moezart and Philip
Glass, ultimately did not
have much to say.

Wwith Contingum, ST
presenied A respectoble col-

ction of works, Special
mention also has to bo
minde of the lighting direoc-
tor for all three pieces who
mangged to ereate the right
mumnd for iach

I was then perhaps a
plty that tho dancers per-
lormed w & hal~empty Es-
planase Theatre when this
revicwnr saw Conbinmim
anFrbday.

Bul one couldo’t halp
bt wander if the dancers’
tabents would have been
botter sorved with a full

lengrth ploce that was o bit
more original, which would
have allowed the SDT - a
danee company thit is come
ing of age and celebrating
fts 20th annbrersary this
yar — o stamg s mark all
nver L

Graham Lustig's
Evening: Sei to Berfamin
Britten's Sevenadi fisr
Tonor, Horn and Strings,
the woork, ws o whole, was
an interesting affoir




