The Straits Times Life

Aug 27 2009

I'MES THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 200% PAGE Ck

‘tara tan

A melange of international choreographic
waorks will take centre stage at Singapore
Damce Theatre's latest triple-bill, & Sea-
son Ot Brifliance,

I'o he staged at the University Culbura
e s part of its dence festival, Dance
Retleckions O, the 100-minnte show
will be om for bwo nights on 5é;

The evening will opeén
with Russian choreogra-

oo [
pher Geprge Balan-
chine's technically de- A SEASON OF
manding Concerto Baroc-  BRILLIANCE

oo, performed to [ohann
Sebastian Bach's Oon-
certo In v Minor For
Fwo Violins

Premiered in 1941, the
plece explores the rela-
p belween music end choreogra-
phyv. NWotorjous for the rhgour it demands,
the 10-minute piece features elght per-
formers who dance straight throogh the
duration,

Ihe troupe's artistic director |anek
Schergen, 57, savs: “This is one of the
mest iportant balleds-in the-history of
danee. All the major dance companies
have done it and it ix one of those works
that you gauge yourself against other
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companies with."

He considers the ballet to have “one of
the mosi ]'w:':g'u,l, pairings between chore-
ography and music” and adds that it is
muite an “sccomplishment” that the 21-
vear-old Singapore Dunce Theates i stag-
ing it. He quips: *1 only hate il that the
nyg Kong Rallet did it before wee did.”
Finnish choreographer Jorma Elo's
riveting Glow-Stop will follow, The
troupe first staged it at last year's Singa-
pore Arts Festival, In the
picen, which §5 5et Lo music
from contemporary compao
set Philip Glass and Bach,
12 dancers wedring crimson
will apin-ferociously peross
the stage.

The night will end on &
nobe closer to home w
late Singaporean choveo,
pher Geh Choo San's Unknown Terril
ry. It tells the story of a couple who are
going through o wedding céremeny,
whose rituals and customs are revealed
during the ballel

In the piece; the groom has to undergo
rertain tasks and obstacles before he can
marry the bride.

“1t is called Unknown because it has
elements of so many cultures in it, not
just Chinese,” says Schergen.

Arts pCé



