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I -Bdal SIFI}H.FHI'I'EI has- cHTa

8 long way,” says Beh Soo

Khim, Go-foundar of Singapors

B Dmnca Theatrs (S0T) and an

Imatrumentad figure - in the developmani

of ballal in the country. “In the past 20

yaars; fha cutiual scans in Sngapore has

greatly devaloped with established com-

panies whitrs 2s0inng young dancers oan

replige fhedir dregrmd - of aodopding danta as

o career,” explairg he one-tme principle

dancer al he Sngapone Ballel Acacay
(SEA)

Ort Ihe miksionas mat e indusiry
hag acheved, Goh remembens he sleg-
ing af 5073 feet lull-angth production of
The Mutcracker by Anthony Than, the lae
co-loundar-af 50T, in 1982 the commis-
saoning of Chdarsia m 1936 by UR-bom
choraographer Graham Lustg and [he
acheewarmant of the Grand Prx Prize at (he
* Aszia Pacific Ballet Compattion m 71999
oy SOT dancar ¥ia Harying

Just st wear, SOT and SBA bath cafe-
brabind heir 200 and 50 annversanag fe-
speciively. This Segtambar, the protile.of
dance in Sirgapoee will move up yet an-
ot nobch wih the staging of 1he Cierda
Infernasicnal Ballal Compelitian. Presan-
ol iy Ihe Foyal Acadery of Dence (AL
trerm Thie UK and e MNationad Arts Coun-
cil {MALC), the competiion will gather an
meenanonel 1acumy of artsiic owec:ors

avaliers and Ballerinas

This month, the ballet profession is all abuzz with
the Genée International Ballet Competition being

By JACINTA FREEMAN

chraograghars, eEchers and 10D dance
taleris froem ol over the warld,

Thie G sormeedilion, wilth 1 r3-year
higtary, s tha flagehip annust competition
of the RAD, the largesi dance education
and lramng orgenisaton in e wond, fg
such, the praatige of the compeatizion alona
wil help encourege dancars to furiher an-
hanca their knowlaoge and |Gl.'p‘:'l'|i|.||.-|t‘:

“Any compalition al mternalional Goala
always manages o draw media altention
and this helps o remforoe e wisEnity ol
thee an loam,” shares Gon “Having he
avani here i Singapone. will serva 1o n-
Gping greater spurls of growth and iner-
esl, and will dalinilely bode weld for tha
dewelopment of ballet inour ocal scene,”
Goh adds,

“The Gende ia ndead a valuable plal-
larm for young dancers 10 hone thair skills:
and 1o benchmark ihemsehees against
imiernations stendarde,” concurs Elairs
M. director of the Perinrming Ans D
opmient Division of the NAZ, "Thie cormipe
lition will rat only provice recogrition, bul
much naeded sxposuri 10 young tients
heging to succead as proléssionsl danc-
e, InfEmaions compellions such as
thi Gande cfier oppoariunitss [of young
dancars 10 be fakni-spolled by @ance
Sehooks and companas, wheeh may then
prope! tham o the nexl staga of their ca-
rear” =ays MNg.

And NG s defmibaly Kean 10 iINCrEasE
young dancers’ chances gt such opporiu-
nilies thnough vanous linenclal aagistance
echemes such as burearies, grants and
echolarships towarnds the pursoit of lorg-
term braining, 28 well &5 initatves. that
offer them the prospect of gaining rmcee
Iocal and imlarnational parfonmance @x-

68 Waslh

held in Singapore for the first time. The annual
meet is a high profile platform that has helped
launch the professional careers of many young
dancers in the international arena.

perence. For axample, the NAC: recanly
parinesed with SOT 1 $1ar & group celad
the Youlh Dancars, Here, young dancers
ane [ [he opporiunmy i raimn wah the
ailistic personned of B0T and gain perofes-
sional guiclance from fheam

BUSINESS OF BALLET
According to Mg, Sngapore has seen
a growlh in fastivals and plaliorms tha
leature dance i ther programmas such
as the Esplenade Dans Festival and {he
Singapore Arts Festival in recenl pears
Audienceship for dance his S50 gromn
by sboout 30 per cend botwaen 2003
and 237, and partcipalion @ danog in
schools and al 1he community Bval hes
also meredsed. "These arg all good sagns
that the proflie of dence in Singepoes @
gmwing and that the receplity o and
appmeciation of dance has increased,’
ship acds

Luke Fitiner, chal executive of RAaD
caneurs, *The Acadeny has an extramealy
active. enthusiastc and Soyal mambar
oase in Sngapore, 50 we know i thee
H & Wean intergst @ tha beaching and
earning of balat.” Rillner Stys b s fhis
sirogy imenast that has led AAD 1o decide
nalding the Ganés compatficn = ihe is.
land-stade, “As & nale ol Themb, we choase
COuniries in which vwe REve 3 SHoNg mem-
bership bass; mwhich hene i 8 dynamic
dince community and vibrant cultural of-
fariny,” i hig books, Singapors mone than
et hese criters

GENEE IN A BOTTLE

Binga the beginning of ihis century, the
Genée Interrational Ballel Compsatition
has besn staged ocusida the LK, The



first venus chosen was tha Sedney Opera
Housson 2002, her || Favelled o Al
ang [2004), Hong Kong [2006), Canada
(20081 and mow: SirgEpon

A gorous: Mve-day rauling ol clisssas
and ooaching Sessions awall §
HADSE artislic dieclar Lynn Wallis and n
temationaly  acclaimed  choreographe
Christopher Hampson wil be on hand 1o
'grill' these contsst hopeduls. Fenowned
Maw Fealand ChoreQQragner Aorian
nell has also been comi e I
ata 1w exclusive vanatans for the ]
dates o workl - on during the compealition

Shiori-lated lina will perform oru
al 1he commssicnad vanal an wall
BS 18"-cemury and 20°-cenury Clas
elcal rapartolre vamabons |I'IE:|' will be
ludged. on techregue. musicalily and por
larmancs. An eddifional Awchence Award
will also allow the sudiences 10 w2 1o
their pretermad perlarmer. &

afnks

The semyinal on Seprermber 8230 ang the
firna's o1 Sepdamabier 12wl Bt Al tha Lim
versiy Cullural Cantre. Tichets ane manlabie af
SISTIC, wine slic Somisg

Ambassador For Arts

The license for peforming one ol the thres
dances 0l Singagars Danca Thaswes {SOT)
Eripln bill in g3 upeoming Sseson of Balbance
was scguiend by & mew group of ponple wha
are ewually passionate shoot the arts as e
parlarmars thamseses.

Tha 50T Aasbassadors Circla is made up of
libe-minded propin who want o enbance thair
Iheatne-qoing expesinnon by bacoming person-
dlly #vnlved in production, such as the acqui
gitien of new works Bk Concanto Faroccs a
classic by lmgendasy contemporary choreog-
rapher George Balanchinn, for the Seasan of
Brilianca,

Contsibutions mude By members of the Am-
hassadors Ccle Iminimum of S35000 will go
imtn tha cost of staging a naw balet Tha costs,
wihich inclode royaltias and castuma creation,
can range from S550,000 1o 55100000, All cash
donations e SOT will be matched throogh a
spabiEl Achama- adminisbsmsd By s My
ol Infarmanan, Communications and he, Ans.
This wil-ga & long way 0 hele shiveasa tha
talents of EDT and imcmase thair founng og-
poitinimies.

Inmised By 8079 amistic director Janek
Schergan, tho Ambassacors Cirche urmanthy

counts Le= Kwok Cheong, CER of Singaporn
Ingtitute o Managamant; Tan Bea Kim diree-
tor of Whaelock Properies Singapore Lid,
and Miranda Bien:Lim Walsh, direcior of COM
Diperatees lor Biosphes Capital Pte L8d ag its
founding members Hewsvar, among wih a
paesion for the anE & strongly encouragsd
poan.

Besides the. chance to Relp acquire now
works, membare of The Ambagsador’s Cicle
wall alsa gat & in-atodio sxparience by visw-
ing tha newi work up-closs prior to-the opening
fight perfeemanco.




