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Dancers take turns to play Giselle

Three ballerinas have
beern cast as the star

In Singapore Dance
Theatre's latest ﬂmduutmn

magdalen ng

hen - Korean ballerina

Roza Park moved to Sin-

gapore fhree years ago,

she could not andition

for the Singapere Dance
Theatre [BD°T) becausa she found oot that
she was pregnant,

Mo the prowd maother of 21-month-
old twin girls, she 15 also one of the pringi=
pil dencess at the dance company and
has been cast in the leading role of
Gizelle, the classic romantic ballst the
company is staging,

"atter T gave birth; [ attended adult
baliet classes by SDT and my instructor
asked me to audition," savs the petite
Z28-vear-old, who has been dancing for 17
vears. V[ dld so immediately and I have
Been dancing with the compeny since last
July,™

Before moving here with ker husband,
wheo works for a Korean bank, she was
the soleist gt the Koreen Mational Ballet
for six years,

In the SOT production. she takas turns
to play Giselle with prima ballerinas Chi-
hire Uchide and Xia Hai Ying. It is Xia's
third time playing Giselle, while the other
twosdencers are playing i for the first
time.

Gisalle was created by French writers
fules= Henti Vermey and Theophile Gauti-
er, and French composer Adolphe Adam
In the 18005

The ballet, which will kick-start SDT's
2010 performance season, is a tale of tra-
gic Jove between the epenymons lead, a
village maiden, and & nobleman Damed
Albrecht. 1t will be staged at the Victoria
Theatre from March 11 to 14,

5075 artistic director Janek Schergen

savs: “The last time wa staged Gisallia
two gears ggo, It wasin a pack, Tfeel there
is a need bo have it {n-a proper fheatre"

It was also his decision to cast three
Tead dancers as Gisella, which is & first foip
the dance company.

The animated 57 -yedr-oid says he wasg
impressed by Park’s stellar performancis
as Odette i Swen Leke, which SDVF
staged last year, Orlginally the under—

study to Uchida, she roge to the occasion
when the fatter fiell ili.

He says; "I think all three dancers are
deserving of the role, so why should 1
limilt myself ba-twep?®

Each dancer also brings cut a different
a=pect of the character.

UHal Ying 15 very dramatic whereas
Chihire i5 youthful, Rosa combines both
technigoe and drama. All theee of them
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"Hai Ying is very
dramatic whereas
Chihiro is youthful,
Rosa combines both
technigue and drama’

5DT artistic director Janek
Schergen on the strengths of
lead dancers Chihiro Uchida (far

- left), Rosa Park (left) and Xia
Hai Ying
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do the exdet same thing but- they go
through different doors;™ he adds,

There witl be six performances and
each danceér will play Giselle bwlie,
Uohida, 24, and Parle are’ particularly
excited.

Uchids says: “In the previous produc-
tion, I played ome of the peasants from
the village, I am ceally happy to dance as
Giselle this time roumd.”

Similarly, Park, who considers Giselle

"dream role” for every ballering, has

danced every other role [n the baller
expegr the lead.

This time, when she is not playing
Giselle, she will double as Myrtha, the
queen of a magical sisterhood: of jilted
epireits, “It Is really ticlng and takes: a Lok
of hard work but 1 am wery happy," Park
SayE,
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