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Ballet and ethnic dances
under the stars

June Chaong

THERE will be more than
ballet under the stars at
Fort Canning this week-
end.

The zln;l.:tal S1:-|Jtdq:u:|.r
event staged by Singapore
Dance Theatre ??!ET}.
now o itz 12th year, will
showease traditional ethnic
dance for the first time.

The comemporary and
clazsical ballet company
lias inwited three other
dance ZTOLPS 10 erform a
sepment tled Roots OfF
Asia's Rhyvthm at Ballet
Under The Stars.

Indian performing arts
company Bhaskar's Aris
Academy will present a Bharatanatyam
dance; Mulay performance troupe’ Sri
Warizan Som §a::l Performing Arts will per-
form six traditicnal Malay dances; and E‘Ehj-
nese dance troupe Dance Ensemble Singa-
pore will entertain audiences with a teadi-
tional Chinese dance,

EDTs peneral manager Alvan Loo, 35,
says: “We hope to remind people that
dance extends bovond ballet and alse to
eonnect with people who are primarily inter-
:stﬁ in;hcac traditional dance forms.”

1 thige groups will per-
form at T.iﬂgmchpfﬂighlpg-
fore SDT's main perform-
ance. The man bill compris-
es premicres of three new
works by DT resident cho-
reographer Jeffrey Tan,
S[TF ballet master Paul De
Masson and former SV bal-
let master and renowned chao-
ﬂ:ﬂs}agh:r Edmund Stripe.

hile Tan created a
20-minute piece exploring
the irrepressible Spanish spir-
it, inspared by his attachment
with renowned Madrid-
based dance company Com-

ania MNacional De Danza
ast year, De Masson came
up with an eight-minute
dance cxtu-l]:in%l the virtues and beaity of
the rose and Stripe crafted a 20-minute
picce “zaluting Gob Choo San™,

The late Goh Choo San was a prominent
dance choreographer with more than 30 bal-
la1s 10 his name. He was also the brother of
Geh Soc Khim, the ¢o-founder and current
artistic director of ST

3DTs assistant artistic director Janek
Schergen, 55, says: "When you put a pro-
gramme together, you think of it as a meal
wilh an appetiser. a main course and des-
ACri

‘When you put
a programme
together, you
think of it as a
meal with an
appetiser, a
main course
and dessert’

Janek Schea » BDT's
acsistant mﬁ-ﬂn diraatar
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MAIMN COURSE: Singapore Dance Theatre dancers will
present a feast of three new hallet works at Fort Canning.

“Edmund’s pieoe is very fast and bright.
Jeffrey's piece s slower and has a real earth-
iness W 1 while Paul’s piece is & short ong
to antrodice the audience fo the rest of the
evening.”

Last s Ballet Under The Stars also
feiturﬁjyﬁl le-hill of contemporary balled
works and drew 6,000 people over lwo
wetkends, Loo hopes to attract the same
number this year.

Asked why the performance dates have
been irimmed (o one weekend, he says:
"Singapore's arts calendar
has such a wide scope and
there'll defjnilel:f be wame
level of cannibalisation if we
stretch it bo two weekends.”

Diespite fewer perform-
ances, he promises that the
cvent will be bagger and
more inclusive than lasi
VEAT'S,

The budget for the oul-
door exiravaganza remains
the same, hovering between
S150,000 and 200,000,

Schools have been roped
in for the second (ime Tun-
ning. with 24 school dance
%toups petforming onslage

efore the main Pl:rl'urm-
ance on all three nights.

SDT has also partnered with Hotel Ren-
dezvous o create special picnic baskets
which audiences can pre-crder and pick up
at the door.

» Ballet Undar Tha Stara performis at the Fort
Canning Green from fomomas until Suncdsry,
Gates open at Spm and tickets cost 18 [wilh
concesson and 520, avadable from Sistic
[woaeed Blatic com.osn; el G348-5555)

3 To place crders for picnic baskets, log on
to wesns. aingaparedance heate, com or call
eonng A an G335 1810,



