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OF PAELLA AND PIROUETTES

The Spanish dish was an
inspiration for a dance
piece in this year's Ballet
Under the Stars

NGIAM YING LAN
yinglandmedianarp.com.eg

WHEN Jeffrey Tan tasted his first piquant
plate of paella ot *a small stope-built shop
in Madrid™ in November last year, he was
bevond words,

Even now, when prompded on pust how
delickous the dish was, the 38-vearald a%
siatant hallet master and resident chope
oprapher at the Singapore Dance Theatre
[SDT)can only sigh and affer: “It's very hasd
to describe ™

The colinary critigue may be cryptic.
bt audiences will certainky get a clearer im-
pression of Tan's Spanish experience — he
was there for & monthJong training stint
with the National Dance Company of Spain
— at Ballel Under The Stars (Buts),

Presented by the SOT, it opens at Fort
Lanning {sreen this Friday.

Tan's latest waork, Frealh OF Lore, de-
beits al the evenl, and will comprizse seven

sepmenls using five pairs of dancers,

He said the 20-minute “shorl, roman-
tic dance piece representing different
meeds” is @ more accessible spin on clas
spcatd ballel — 2 sentirnent that stays trie to
the event's hreezy, picnicfriendly feel.

Hreath of Love wses music by Juan del
Enzina. which Tan says he first heard in bay
this vear after receiving a few of the Span-
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LORD OF THE DANCE: Choreographer Jeffray Tan leads dancess from the Singapors Dance Thealre
in & rehearsal for their perdormance in Fridey’s Gaiat Undar the Stars.

ish compaser’s C18 from a friend in Spain,

For dance aficionados, tsere s mone 1o
whet the appetite.

Also premiering at Buts 1= Edmund
Stripe's Piano Concerlo In F Magor, an-
other 20-minute piece that will feature
seven female and nine male dancers on
stape in what Strope, the ballet master al
Canadian ballet school Alberta Ballet, de-

scribed 35 8 “fastpaced and exciting work”.

“This choreegraphy is the labest in an
angoing seriss of dance pieces I'm doing
thit's created o particular gences of muske:,
from different cemposers throughout the
ages,” =aid Stripe.

If the Eimitn Shostakovich-compased
missie it's matched tosounds familiar, that's
because the score was last featared in the
Disnoy movie, Sendasi 2000,

Also nesw b5 a Arstenze oollabaration be
tween SDT and local ethnic dance compa-
nies. The Jl-minute event epener, Kools
Oif Asan's Khythan, wall feature traditional ln-
dian, Chinese and Malay dances by
Bhaskar’s Arts Academy, Dance Ensem-
ble Singapore, and Sri Warksan Som Said
Performing Aris, respectively.

S0T hopes to attract 6 000 people this
year — @ number that is comparable to
2006's turnout,

WHAT: BALLET UNDER THE 5TARS
WHEN: JULY 20 TO 22

WHERE: FORAT CANMNING GREEN, TICKETS
PRICED FROM §16 TD 821, AVAILABLE AT
SIETIC, 30T'S FFICE AT FORAT CANNING
R AT THE DOOR




